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The lax views on spxual morality of castes like Bagdis, Bau-
ris, and Nats, who permit their women to live openly with others
or who prostitute their women, can probably be explained by
their initial association with the idea of acquiring additional
soul-matter from strangers " to ensure that life'should be propa-
gated and earth should fructify." This was the idea underlying
the practice of consecrated prostitution which existed in ancient
times in Babylon and Babylus. About the Nat caste, Dr Hutton
observes: "It may be that the profession of tight rope walker,
acrobat, dancer and prostitute take their origin in services per-
formed primarily for the benefit of crops." l It is not that some
of the members of such castes are * fallen angels' but their
mores have no place for sexual immorality.

A word now about the official version of immorality. While
in 1911 there were 19,46,831 beggars, vagrants and prostitutes,
in 1931 their number had declined to 13,50,979, thus registering
a decline of 19-9 per cent. Some of the depressed castes have
a particularly high proportion of people engaged in such pro-
fessions. For instance, in 1931, 13-5 per cent of the Habura
workers were beggars, prostitutes, etc. while the corresponding
figures for Kanjars,Nats and Sansis were 194 per cent, 36-9 per
cent, and 32-4 per cent respectively.2

Disposal of the Dead

The depressed class people both bury and burn their dead
though the former mode of disposal of dead is probably more
common. Wherever they have come under the influence of
high caste Hindus there is a tendency to prefer cremation to
burial, provided, of course a family can afford it. Burial costs
very little compared to cremation.

The bodies of those dying of diseases like cholera, plague,
etc. are not disposed of in the normal way. Usually these are
thrown in some stream or river. It is probably the belief in
"soul-matter as a fertilizing agent" which explains the "distinc-
tive treatment of the bodies of those who die by bad deaths and
. are therefore probably either unfertile or unsuitable or likely to
lead to the reproduction of bad results."8

1 Census of India, 1931, Vol. L, p, 411.          2 Appendix V.

3 Census of India Vol. 1, Pt. 1, p. 402.